
GORING HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12th May 2026
At Goring Heath Parish Hall at 8:00pm

1. Apologies for Absence
· Emma Burdon (clerk). Peter Burdon was acting clerk for the meeting.
2. Declarations of Interest
· None
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
· RESOLVED. The minutes were agreed. Mark Skidmore said that a former groundsman from Pangbourne College will advise on improvements to the recreation ground football pitch.  Peter Burdon said he will bring a proposal for a hard surface for the basketball area at the recreation ground to the June meeting.
4. Public Participation
· No members of the public present.
5. Correspondence
· Mr Mervyn Hill wrote to the council concerning overgrown pathway near Tinepit Pond.  Mark Skidmore and Liz Collas will discuss the situation with the owners of the properties adjacent to the path who are responsible for maintaining a clear path.
· The permissive path towards the war memorial also requires attention. Emma Burdon (clerk) will inform A&W Grounds of the situation.
6. Planning & Unauthorised Developments
· No new notices
7. Finance
· The financial report for the month ending 30th April 2026 was approved.
· The proposed public liability insurance policy renewal with Gallagher was approved.
· There was a discussion concerning the arrangements for the payment of the clerk’s salary, which does not appear to comply with audit requirements.  It was agreed that Emma Burdon will seek definitive guidance from Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) on the required process for discussion at June’s meeting.
8. To review standing orders
· A draft of new standing orders was presented for discussion. It was noted that there should be specification of:
· The minimum number of meetings per annum;
·  The term of office of the Chair of the council;
· Explicit alignment with all statutory requirements and OALC guidelines.
· A revised draft will be presented at June’s meeting for approval.
9. Goring Heath Maintenance
· Footpaths and Rights of Way – A footpath sign near Coombe End Farm needs repairing. Liz Collas will remind OCC of the outstanding job but the parish council is prepared to fund the work, if required.
· Road Safety – Mike Holland will contact OCC again about the need to reduce the speed limit around Pennyroyal.
· Playgrounds – Inspections and repairs to be carried out at both playgrounds during May by Emma and Peter Burdon during May prior to the ROSPA inspection in July.
10.  Village Fete
· Peter Burdon presented the fete layout, the stallholder list and the risk assessment for the fete.  There was a discussion about the layout but it was agreed to proceed with the original proposal.  Peter Burdon noted that the risk assessment needed to be broadened to check the fixings for the children’s amusements (for which the contractor has primary responsibility. Peter will reissue the risk assessment to the council.
11.  Website & Newsletter
· Louise Shearer asked for information on the Annual Parish Meeting in April for the next edition.
· The History Society will be invited to write a regular column for the interest of parishioners and to attract new members.
· The Sun Inn will be invited to write an article on recent events such as the Beer Festival.
12. Parish Hall
· Nothing to report.
13. District Councillor’s Report and County Councillor’s Report
· Peter Dragionetti noted that the final proposal for reorganization of local government in the Thames Valley area had not been agreed yet.
14. Date of Next Meeting
· The next meeting to be held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 8:00pm.
Meeting closed at 9.20 pm




