Goring Heath Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, 9th September 2025
Time: 8.00pm
Location: Goring Heath Parish Hall
Present:
· Liz Collas (Chair)(LC)
· Peter Dragonetti (Vice Chair) (PD)
· Peter Burdon (PB)
· Mark Skidmore (MS)
· Mike Holland (MH)
· Emma Burdon (Clerk) (EB)
· Louise Shearer (Newsletter)(LS)
Members of the Public:
· Suze Williams
· Sam Bozley
1. Apologies:
· Apologies for absence were received from Martin Wise.
2. Declarations of Interest:
· There were no declarations of interest.
3. Minutes:
· The minutes of the previous meeting held on July 8th 2025 were approved, with one amendment proposed by MH. The amendment addressed the omission in the minutes regarding the regular inspection of the playgrounds. EB agreed to make the necessary amendments 
4. Public Participation:
· 15 minutes were allocated for items raised by members of the public. Suze Williams and Sam Bozley discussed Planning Application P25/S2281, expressing their wish to add two more poly tunnels to the site and improve the farm shop building. It was agreed by all that the council would submit a response of No Strong Views. EB agreed to do this
5. Correspondence:
· Gerald Seymour’s email dated 23rd August, regarding the subdivision of woodland in the parish into plots which have been left unkempt, with fallen -down sheds, blocked footpaths, and a general appearance of neglect, was discussed. Liz Collas agreed to investigate the ownership of the various plots of land with the possibility of contacting the owners and the parish council potentially buying the pieces of land back.

6. Planning and Unauthorised Developments:
(a) P25/SO357/FUL Enigma Estate:
· The Council has submitted an objection to this application.
(b) P25/S2281 Green Broom Farm Shop:
· The Council agreed to submit a response of "No Strong Views."
( c) P25/S2468/FUL Woodcote Sawmill:
The Council agreed to object to this planning application on the grounds that it constitutes overdevelopment in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and is therefore contrary to planning policy.
· Mark Skidmore agreed to submit the objection.
7. Finance:
(a) Bank Reconciliation:
· The bank statement and reconciliation were circulated and approved.
(b) External Auditor’s report 2025:
· The report was acknowledged regarding their views that the council's reserves are still too high. This would be dealt with by possibly seeking a lower precept in the next financial year.
(c) Clerk’s salary increase:
· The increase from £20.02 per hour to £20.66 was approved by all present, to be backdated to April 2025

8. Goring Heath Maintenance:
(a) Grass and Maintenance:
· It was agreed to increase the council's annual contribution to Emma Holland for cutting the grass in Hill Bottom Close from £50 to £75.
(b) Crays Pond:
· Mark Skidmore reported that parishioners suggested making the area around Crays Pond more accessible.
· Peter Burdon pointed out that Martin Wise opposed this idea, as it could disturb the wildlife in and around the pond.
9. Footpaths and Rights of Way:
· "Email from Mr. G. Densum: Mr. Densum highlighted the lack of footpaths around the parish, especially along the B471 and B4521. It was agreed that Peter Dragonetti would write to Mr. Densum.
10. District and County Councillors’ Reports:
· There were no reports received from the District Councillor or the County Councillor
11. Playgrounds:
· ROSPA’s playground inspection reports were discussed, and it was agreed that Emma Burdon and Peter Burdon would take responsibility for carrying out the recommended maintenance tasks.
12. Traffic Speed Watch:
· Mike Holland agreed to contact John Beale regarding the reduction of the speed limit in Penny Royal.
13. Defibrillators:
· Emma Burdon noted that new batteries and pads were needed for the parish's two defibrillators. The Council agreed that these should be purchased.
14. Salt Bin:
· A parishioner commented that the salt bin in Hill Bottom Close had become an eyesore, with the lid banging in the wind and the salt completely solidified. It was agreed that Emma Burdon would contact SODC to either remove the bin altogether or empty the solidified salt, so new salt could be added and a clasp fitted to secure the lid.
14. The Newsletter/Website:
· It was agreed by all that the artwork on the front of the newsletter should be in color in future issues. The deadline for the next newsletter is Friday, 12th September.

15. The Parish Hall:
· Peter Dragonetti said that the application for a grant to cover the cost of a new industrial dishwasher, hob, and hot food cabinet had been successful. There may be a shortfall to cover labor costs. The Parish Council agreed that it would cover these costs.
16. Planning Training Course:
· Mark Skidmore expressed an interest in attending a Planning Course run by OALC. It was agreed that he should be permitted to attend. Emma Burdon agreed to book the course.
17. Clerk’s Resignation:
· Liz Collas announced that the clerk had submitted her resignation because she was going to be spending a considerable amount of time in Australia in the next year and didn't feel that she would be able to fulfill her duties remotely. It was agreed that the vacancy would be advertised in the newsletter

18. Date of Next Meeting:
· The date of the next meeting was confirmed for Tuesday, 14th October 2025 at 8.00pm.


