A meeting of Goring Heath Parish Council councilors was held at Goring Heath Parish Hall on Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 8pm


Present: Liz Collas (LC) Peter Dragonetti (PD) Mike Holland (MH) Martin Wise (MW) Peter Burdon (PB) Mark Skidmore (MS) Louise Shearer (LS)

1. Apologies for absence: Emma Burdon could not attend and PB took notes of the meeting.

2. Correspondence for Information: 
a. Mr. F. Rutherford has written to the council about the pond at Cray’s Pond about public access.  The council does not discourage public access, and LC will write to Mr. Rutherford accordingly.
b. Mr. F. Rutherford has written to the council asking that agendas and minutes be posted on the parish notice boards (not just the website).  The council agreed that this practice should continue and LC will write to Mr. Rutherford accordingly.
c. Mr. F. Rutherford has written to the council asking that the soon to be appointed new Parish Clerk have a CiLCA qualification.  The council agreed that this qualification is not required for a council of GHPC’s size and LC will write to Mr. Rutherford accordingly.

3. Planning and Unauthorised Developments
a. P25/S22273/LDE The Pothole, Eastfield Lane: No Strong Views.  MS has already written to SODC on this application.
b. P25/SO357/FUL Enigma Estate: Objection on the basis that the development in contrast to the application appears to create the opportunity for a habitable space.  MS to inform SODC.
c. P25/S3088/HH Cherry Down: No Strong Views on the assumption that no mature trees are removed for the development.  MS to inform SODC.
d. P25/S3017/LDP Greenhills: No Strong Views. PD to inform SODC.

4. Finance: PB presented a detailed account of the Council’s finances, including a summary of the actual income and expenditure for the FY 2024/25 and the budget income and expenditure for the FY 2025/26. It was noted that the council was in a strong financial position with sufficient reserves to support any upcoming projects.

5. Goring Heath Maintenance
a. Grass cutting: MW to arrange for long grass to be cut before winter. He will present a proposal for clear around the bus shelter at the next GHPC meeting.
b. Pond at Cray’s Pond. Underway and going to plan.
c. Church hedge: There was a disagreement about which scope for the work had been agreed by the PCC.  PD will ask the PCC to write to GHPC to clarify their wishes.  The final scope to be agreed at the next GHPC meeting.
d. Footpaths: LC to meet with Chiltern Society reps from other parishes to agree an approach to footpath maintenance.
e. Playgrounds: The council will need to appoint someone to inspect the playgrounds after EB and PB leave GHPC.  MS suggested that the table tennis unit on the recreation ground should be cleaned during the winter.
f. Traffic/Speedwatch: 
· MH will discuss speed signs with John Beale
· MH will survey the parish to identify any issues with road signs and markings, e.g. wrong signs, or faint road markings
· PB informed the meeting that Speedwatch had been disbanded because of insufficient volunteers.  It was noted that changes in speed limits and Speedwatch had improved road safety in the last few years

6. Remembrance Day: All arrangements have been put in place by EB.

7. Newsletter and Website:
a. LS said the Christmas edition will have a colour front page.
b. LS will offer a 20% discount to The Sun Inn for year-round advertising
c. EB to follow up on advertising invoicing.

8. Parish Hall:
a. New fire extinguishers have been installed, and the overhaul of the kitchen is underway (with grant support).
b. The edible dormouse problem is being addressed by a contractor.

9. Other matters:
a. MW suggested local parish councils should get together to share ideas on preventing unauthorised woodland developments.
b. LC said that two woodland plots near Deadman’s Lane were for sale.  It was agreed that the meeting would not recommending purchasing them to GHPC as the cost was too high.
c. EB to follow up with Beech Farm on the sale of the woodland adjacent to the parish hall.
d. EB to approach local parish clerks to see if they would be interested in taking on GHPC in addition to their existing responsibilities.
e. An advert will be place in the newsletter for a new council member
f. LC said she wished to step down as Chair and GHPC will have to appoint a new person to the role.

P Burdon,  15th October 2025

