
Goring Heath Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of the Council held at 
Goring Heath Parish Hall on Tuesday February 11th 2025 at 8.00pm

	
DRAFT MINUTES (TO BE CONFIRMED AT THE MARCH 11th, 2025 MEETING)

PRESENT:

Councillors: Liz Collas (LC, Chair), Peter Dragonetti (PD), Hilary Dewey (HD),Martin Wise (MW), Mike Holland (MH) and Peter Burdon (PB, Acting Clerk)

Officers: Louise Shearer

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Emma Burdon (EB)

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

3. MINUTES 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th December 2024 at Goring Heath Parish Hall were confirmed as a correct record to be signed by the Chair at the next meeting.

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
Jim Donahue (Chair, Whitchurch on Thames PC), Mark Skidmore (prospective GHPC councillor) and Melvin Hill

5. CORRESPONDENCE
Grass Cutting, Orchard Coombe: Melvin Hill requested that the contribution from GHPC for cutting the grass on the ‘Bullring’ and the verges adjoining B471 and Goring Heath Road be increased as the contractor had increased their prices by 20%.  The Parish Council agreed to an increase from £150 to £200 for 2025.  MW suggested that the areas be included in the specification for the parish grass cutting contract from 2026.

Grit Bin, Orchard Coombe: Melvin Hill said that there are four grit bins in the parish, but none is convenient for Orchard Close.  He requested that a bin be sited at the Goring Heath Road end of Orchard Close.  The Parish Council agreed to his request and EB will contact OCC to procure a bin.  PD agreed to supply 4 bags of salt to Melvin’s house for distribution in Orchard Coombe.

Willow Tree, Cray’s Pond: John Rodger wrote to the Parish Council saying that the willow tree that was felled as part of the Cray’s Pond restoration had started to regrow.   PB to check contract with Heritage Tree Services to determine if they are responsible for containment.  Otherwise, MW will deal with the problem.

Twinning Society Contribution: Sarah Dragonetti has asked if the Parish Council would contribute towards the hosting event this year. The Parish Council agreed to contribute £200. HD asked Jim Donahue (JD) if Whitchurch on Thames PC would contribute too.  EB to follow up with JD.

Maintenance Of Cray’s Pond Telephone Box: Beryl Rutherford wrote to the Parish Council and asked if they would contribute towards the maintenance of the box (light bulbs, paint and glass).  PB agreed to inspect the box and take responsibility for maintaining it in good condition.

Unauthorised Building Work at Enigma, Cold Harbour Lane:  Correspondence from a parishioner showed the construction of a pitched roof with windows (showing it will add to the liveable space) on a building that had a flat roof.  No planning application has been submitted for the works.  LC will contact the Enforcement Team at South Oxfordshire District Council to address the issue.

6. PLANNING AND UNAUTHORISED DEVELOPMENTS
P24/S2601/FUL Flint House: Application to repurpose a bungalow dwelling into a meeting facility. 
Decision: No Strong Views

P25/S0092/LB Copyhold Farm: Application to replace windows. Decision: No Strong Views

P24/S3513/DA Butler’s Farm: Appeal lodged by Butler’s Farm against an enforcement notice regarding the construction of a dwelling (which is in Whitchurch on Thames parish).  LC agreed to write to South Oxfordshire District Council, in support of Whitchurch on Thames Parish Council, to object to the appeal.

P25/S0125/S73 Timbers: A variation to the planning application has been submitted to retain a second entrance to the site to provide for future development of the site.  It was decided that any variation on entrances should be submitted as part of a future planning application.  LC to write to South Oxfordshire District Council to object to the variation.

7. FINANCE
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): South Oxfordshire District Council has asked if GHPC wishes its CIL monies for the period 1st October 2024 and 31st March 2025 to be held by the District Council or transferred to GHPC.  The Parish Council decided that they wished to monies to be paid out, as per previous practice.  EB to inform South Oxfordshire District Council.

The Parish Council’s bank statement was circulated and noted. All expenditure was in line with expectation.

8. GORING HEATH MAINTENANCE

Hedge between churchyard and playground: 
MW had previously developed a proposal to address the overgrown hedge using Heritage Tree Services (HTS) to remove the laurel and Andrew Jarvis (AJ) to lay the hedge.  This had been discussed with Graeme Pearce from the PCC, who had agreed to the works. The Parish Council had also previously agreed to pay for the maintenance of the hedge in future years.

PD said the PCC had not agreed to the works and questioned the inclusion of hawthorn in the hedge, with hornbeam and yew being a better alternative.  PB said there appeared to be some confusion as to what the PCC’s position was on the matter and suggested that GHPC formally writes to the PCC to clarify their position.  EB to write to the PCC informing of the proposed works by HTS and AJ and asking for their unified view on the matter.

Permissive Path Along B4526:
MW has liaised with Goring Parish Council, the Eleverdon Estate and Highways Authority, and there is full support to proceed. LC has discussed with The Chilterns Society and they are supportive too.

Playgrounds:
Nothing to report.

Traffic Speed Watch:
Ipsden Parish Council (IPC) has asked for support for a reduced speed around The Street on A4074.  EB to write to IPC indicating support from GHPC.

Jim Donahue asked if GHPC was willing to apply for a reduced speed limit around Deadman’s Lane crossroads.  MH said he would include it in the application for a reduced speed limit in Penny Royal.

Annual Litter Pick:
The pick will take place on 29th March and EB is in the process of procuring equipment from OCC.

9. THE NEWSLETTER/ WEBSITE 
Next copy date is 14th March. MW asked that an article was included for the new brown bin arrangements recently announced by South Oxfordshire District Council.

EB is in the process of uploading all the documents required by auditor.

PB to action the introduction of the new GHPC email addresses.

10. PARISH HALL
The Mike Holland Quiz Night will be held on 1st March.

11. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Reports from our District and County Councillors were noted.

12. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
LC has asked Miriam Rose from Hardwick Estate to attend the Annual General Meeting in April to update the parish on developments in the Estate. EB to formally invite Miriam.

Jim Donahue asked if he could have an invitation to the Annual General Meeting.

13.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 8.00.


The meeting closed at 9.25


Date confirmed………….../………….../………………

Signed…………………………………………………...
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