
Goring Heath Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of the Council held at Goring Heath Parish Hall on Tuesday March 11th, 2025, at 8.00pm

	
DRAFT MINUTES (TO BE CONFIRMED AT THE April 8th, 2025, MEETING)

PRESENT:

Councillors: Liz Collas (LC Chair), Peter Dragonetti (PD Vice Chair), Peter Burdon (PB), Martin Wise (MW) Mike Holland (MH), Mark Skidmore (MS)

Officers: Emma Burdon (EB Clerk) Louise Shearer

1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None. Liz Collas confirmed that Hilary Dewey has formally resigned from her position as Parish Councillor. It was agreed that EB would inform the District Council’s Elections team of the Casual Vacancy and publish Notices of Vacancy of Office of Parish Councillor on the website and Parish noticeboards.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

3.MINUTES 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 11h February 2025 at Goring Heath Parish Hall were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair of the meeting.

4.PUBLIC FORUM 
A vote was held to co-opt a new Councillor. Mark Skidmore was proposed by Liz Collas and seconded by Peter Burdon and elected unanimously by a show of hands in favour.
It was resolved that Mark Skidmore be co-opted as a Councillor for the Parish Council.
Mark Skidmore signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was welcomed as a new Councillor.

Also present were two Parishioners who were objecting to Planning Application P25/S0357/FUL (the demolition of existing stables and construction of replacement stables for domestic use at Enigma Estate, Cold Harbour, Goring Heath). 
After discussion, it was agreed that the Council would formally object to the Planning application on the grounds that the development is not in character with the area and that it would contribute to the increasing urbanisation of an AONB

5. PLANNING AND UNAUTHORISED DEVELOPMENTS

P24/S3437/HH Proposed addition of a garage at Hurst Cottage was discussed. No strong views
P25/S0357/FUL See above

6.CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION
EB reported that the Council’s membership subscription to The Chiltern Society was due. It was agreed that the sum of £30 would be paid.

7.GOVERNANCE MATTERS

Finance and Bank Reconciliation
A copy of the Bank Reconciliation Statement was circulated and approved.



Review of Standing Orders/Financial Regulations
Councillors noted that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were adequate for the purposes of the Audit this year. Councillors noted that the Asset Register and the Risk Assessment and the internal control documents were adequate for the purposes of the Audit this year.


8.GORING HEATH MAINTENANCE

Grass and Maintenance.
A and W maintenance have now been formally appointed as contractors for the Council’s grass cutting. EB has requested and received a copy of the up-to-date Public Liability Insurance certificate.

Footpaths and Rights of Way
MW reported that discussions with Elvendon Estate and Goring Parish Council, regarding the creation of a Permissive Path along the edge of the field south of the B4526 between Summerhill Lane and Park Farm, had gone well. The area was to be cleared of vegetation to create a new footpath and a footpath sign was to be erected on Tuesday 18th March 2025.

A Parishioner has objected to the residents of Cosy Cottage, Goring Heath, driving over Parish Council land at Tine Pitts Pond to gain access to their property. Liz Collas agreed to visit Richard Wilsons Long solicitors, Goring on Thames to view the relevant Title Deeds. 

Playgrounds
Nothing to report.


Crays Pond
PB confirmed that the contract that covered the work carried out by Heritage Tree Services to clear the pond did not cover the future regrowth of trees. Martin Wise agreed to deal with the regrowth with the use of weedkillers.

10.THE NEWSLETTER/ WEBSITE 
LS confirmed that the copy date for the next newsletter is March 14th, 2025, with publication on April 1st 2025.

12.PARISH HALL
PD confirmed that the Parish Hall’s windows were to be painted in the summer of 2025 and tiles replaced on the roof. The cost would be approximately £3,000. The Parish Council voted unanimously to fund the whole cost of the works.


The meeting closed at 9.30

Date confirmed………….../………….../………………

Signed…………………………………………………...

Next Parish Council Meeting: The next full council meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Tuesday 8th April 2025 in the Goring Heath Parish Hall. This will be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 8.00pm
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